MOTORCOACH SAFETY BILLS: SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON
(S. 2326 is supported by Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety and the Students, Parents and Coaches of
the Bluffton University Baseball Team Involved in the 3/2/07 Motorcoach Crash in Atlanta, Georgia)

Provision S. 2326 (Brown/Hutchison) H.R. 4690 (Shuster)
Issuance of Detailed, Mandatory Standards: General, Discretionary Standards:
Safety Requires issuance of standards/regulations | Requires issuance of standards/regulations for
Standards based on National Transportation Safety occupant protection systems, roof crush

Board (NTSB) safety recommendations to | protection, design standards, passenger
provide comprehensive improvements in evacuation and fire protection BUT no
occupant protection systems, roof crush specific equipment or performance
protection, design standards, crash requirements are mandated except for roof
avoidance, passenger evacuation and fire crush.
mitigation, that must include specific
equipment and performance requirements.
Content of Mandatory: Discretionary:
Safety Many specific aspects of safety standards, No particular aspects of safety standards
Standards and NTSB recommendations must be (other than roof crush) are specifically

adopted in regulation.

required to be adopted in regulation.

Research and
Testing

Relies on Existing Data and Knowledge:

Requires New Research and Testing:

Requires application of current research and
testing and available technology to address
safety problems but does not foreclose
additional research and development where
necessary.

Delays adoption of safety standards by
requiring additional, unnecessary new layers
of research and testing programs for anti-
ejection window glazing, fire causation and
motorcoach design, and a separate new study
of occupant protection systems, BEFORE
new standards can be issued.

Retrofit of
Motorcoaches

Mandatory:
Requires that 2 years after a new standard

Discretionary:
Retrofit requirements may differ from safety

Built Before | takes effect the same safety regulations be | regulations for new motorcoaches based on

Standards applied to motorcoaches built before the technical feasibility and may require only

Issued new standard was issued; retrofit can take 5 | component parts and equipment. Phase-in
years if undue hardship is found. same as regulations for new motorcoaches.

Timelines:

When Issued: | Sooner: Final rules for all aspects of Later: All final rules to be issued 36 months
upgraded standards must be issued within 1, | (39 months for occupant protection) after

Effective 2 or 3 years of enactment. enactment.

Date: 30 Days: Standard legal procedure calls for | 3 Years: Regulations do not take effect until
rules to become effective 30 days after they | 3 years after the issuance, which means that
are issued unless good cause is shown to safety changes are not be required to begin
specify a later date. until 6 years after enactment.

Phase-In: Left to Agency Discretion: Starts in 2020 and ends in 2026:

Compliance with regulations required on
effective date of rule unless agency
determines otherwise. Bill leaves to agency
decision of whether phase-in is necessary
and, if so, what schedule is reasonable.

50% fleet compliance required 6 years after
effective date of regulations, or /2 years after
enactment, and 100% fleet compliance not
required until /2 years after effective date or
18 years after enactment (add 3 months for
occupant protection rules).
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